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"The Parker Lee Foundation is doing a tremendous job in supporting the youth of our 

community. I have the upmost respect and heartfelt gratitude for their support and 

involvement with the youth we serve." – Duane Casares, CEO 

 

 
 

 

A YOUTH CENTER is defined as a place where young 

people can meet and participate in a variety of 

activities. 

Directions for Youth & Families’ after-school 

programming does that and so much more.  Our two 

youth centers are located in high-risk neighborhoods 

on Ohio Avenue and Kimberly Parkway. Our youth 

centers provide a safe and trusting environment 

where positive relationships are built and 

disadvantaged youth are given the opportunity to try 

new experiences, discover interests and grow as 

unique individuals. 

 

During the school year the Centers are open Monday 

through Friday 3 pm to 7:30 pm providing structured 

activities during a time of day when the risk for youth’s involvement in delinquent 

behavior is highest. Center activities are provided free of charge to youth, removing any 

financial barriers for families. Programming works to educate youth about the 

consequences of unhealthy lifestyle choices, teen sexual activity, substance use, and 

delinquency. 

 

A WONDERFUL MANTRA: “IT’S FOR THE KIDS” 

Directions for Youth & Families (DFYF) is so appreciative of the generous on-going 

support from the Parker Lee Foundation. Your donation of $27,500 from PBR10K’19 is 

greatly appreciated and instrumental to the youth centers and the experiences 

provided. 

 



As seems appropriate because of PLF’s “caring and fun” reputation, your funds are used 

for the “extras”, the fun stuff, and the experiences that funding from Franklin County 

Department of Job & Family Services and ADAMH do not cover. For instance, field trips 

need to be educational to qualify for their funding. Almost all of our field trips are 

educational, but there’s that year-end trip that the kids, especially the ones whose 

behavior has them possibly not going, work towards and love. The trip is extra special 

because their family income would not allow such a trip in most cases. But - here comes 

the PLF money to cover this wonderful, end of year celebratory trip. 

 

When we have an opportunity that would be beneficial for the kids, but not affordable 

or budgeted, we are delighted to know that PLF is there for us. Instead of saying, “We’ve 

got the Parker Lee money” when discussing an opportunity, which we’ve been able to 

do for years, we have a new slogan – “Let’s PLF it”. What a luxury you afford us to 

improve our programming and go above and beyond in providing opportunities for our 

youth. 

 

USE OF FUNDS 

 

 
 

� $4,915.76 Food/Nutrition for the Kids 

Our youth centers provide warm healthy 

meals Monday through Friday ensuring this 

most basic need is fulfilled.  We use free food 

programs as much as we can but the need for 

fresh healthy ingredients are also needed.  

Thank you PLF for helping support our weekly 

trips to the grocery.  Our youth are taught the 

importance of healthy eating and are 

instrumental in helping prepare healthy 

snacks through our Snack Factory, part of our 

nutrition education program. 

 



� $3,361.63 Monies used for COVID-19 food distribution 

Although we had to suspend after-school programming in our buildings (we 

found a way for virtual instruction so we could continue to help our youth 

and their parents/guardians), we quadrupled our meal output. We added 

lunch and dinner take-out for our youth and those in need in our Center 

communities. Since this additional food expense was not budgeted or 

anticipated, it was certainly a huge relief to “PLF it”. 

 

� $8,394.42 Program Supplies 

 

$6,146.25 STEAM Curriculum 

PLF funds supported the yearly cost of the STEAM (science, technology, 

engineering, art and math) program, also part of our academic enrichment 

support at the Centers. The STEAM Lab curriculum introduces fundamental 

skills of engineering-spatial intelligence. Students learn to organize with 

math, while they research as scientists and historians by using technology, so 

that they can understand global development and communicate about what 

is needed, wanted and possible in engineering for universal sustainability. 

Students are exposed, through a fun lab curriculum, to the technologies, 

concepts, and ideas that will impact their lives. The kids love these labs!  

$2,248.17 Supplies 

Your funding helped support unique activities such as entrepreneurial 

success- youth learn through entrepreneurism about being self-sufficient and 

contributing to others.  The kids came up with business ideas such as custom 

design shoes, a bakery, chocolate shop and more – we called these 

entrepreneurs the Future Business Leaders of DFYF. Your funds also 

supported other activities including a Motown Night, End of Summer 

Bananza, and Holiday Celebration for our youth and their families. 

 

 
 

 



� $10,828.19  Field Trips & Rewards 

 

$4,683.50 Camp Fitch 

Youth who reside in the inner city and attend our after-school programs 

experience social-economic challenges that do not offer an opportunity to 

enjoy a family camping trip.  With the support of the Parker Lee Foundation, 

60 of our youth were able to attend a 3 day, 2 night experience at Camp Fitch 

located just across the Ohio border in Pennsylvania.  During these days youth 

are challenged with being away from their caregivers and living in a shared 

space with many of their peers.  These three days are packed with activities 

including archery, horseback riding, camp fires, a visit to Lake Erie, night 

hikes, candle making, outdoor education as well as rock climbing and a low 

rope course.  

 

For many youth this may be the only time they may experience adventures 

such as these, for others we hope a mere introduction.  We are overjoyed 

thanks to the support of Parker Lee that we were able to provide this 

opportunity that otherwise may not have been possible. 

  

 
 

$2,80.51 Washington D.C. 

PLF helped us inspire future leaders by funding a field trip to our Nation’s 

Capital in Washington D.C.  Youth had the opportunity to explore our 

country’s history through the National Museum of African American History 

and Culture, United States Holocaust Museum, African American Art 



Museum and many more historical monuments along the National Mall. Our 

future leaders include tutors in our after-school programs and CIT’s 

(counselors-in-training) during summer camp. This group benefits from 

future-forward thinking emphasizing and providing resume-building 

opportunities, mentorship, interview skills, college application process, 

financial responsibility, and college visits. And, thanks to PLF, an enriching 

trip to DC! 

 

 
 

$3,964.18   Other Field Trips 

Education and knowledge comes to youth through books, classrooms and life 

experiences. Our youth centers can provide new experiences because of the 

support of PLF.  We live in a city/state that has a plethora of youth activities.  

Our youth had the opportunity to visit King’s Island, the Columbus Zoo, a 

Columbus Clippers game and Zoombezi  Bay – thank you for the fun, laughter 

and memories 

� A GRAND WONDERFUL TOTAL OF $27,500 SPENT “ FOR THE KIDS” 

 

 
 

THANK YOU PARKER LEE FOUNDATION! 


